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Office for Health and Medical Research
David Roder
Chair, Cancer Institute NSW HREC
david.roder@health.nsw.gov.au

Dear David, 
Re: Quality Assurance Initiatives Exempt from Review by NSW Health Human Research Ethics Committees
As you are aware, HRECs receive several queries each year from Quality Assurance practitioners regarding Quality Assurance or Quality Improvement Initiatives that are being planned or have already been conducted where the applicants wish to publish the results in a peer-reviewed journal. There is a concern that scientific journals will not publish the results of such initiatives without prior ethical review, and therefore that the findings of such initiatives will not reach an audience outside the Local Health District.

Applicants are directed to the NSW Health Guideline GL2007_020 ”Human Research Ethics Committees - Quality Improvement & Ethical Review: A Practice Guide for NSW”. Investigators are encouraged to complete the Self-Assessment Checklist provided in the Guideline for identification of ethical risks. It is noted that the Guideline is specific in directing that “[i]f the Checklist identifies no ‘ethical risks’, and only intention to publish, then ethical review is not warranted.”

In response to this, please find attached a drafted template letter. This letter may be used by the HREC in conjunction with Guideline GL2007_020 and NSW Ministry of Health guidelines relating to the disclosure of NSW Health data. The letter aims to address the distinction between studies where the access to and disclosure of NSW Health data will trigger ethical review and those where no ethical risks have been identified.

It is hoped that acceptance and implementation of such a process by NSW Health HRECs would provide a streamlined process for undertaking Quality Improvement activities within NSW Health, as well as facilitating the publication of important findings.  	


Yours sincerely,
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(Dr) Antonio Penna
Executive Director




Administrative contact details
Office for Health and Medical Research
NSW Ministry of Health
1 Reserve Rd St Leonards 2065
Phone: +61 2 9391 9228
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